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s http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-13047267
= 12 September 2011
Timeline: Nuclear plant accidents

= The nuclear crisis in Japan has revived fears
over the safety of nuclear power and the
potential danger posed to public health when
things go wrong.

= There have been a number of serious nuclear
incidents since the 1950s. Below are details of
the most serious.
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Mayak or Kyshtym nuclear complex
i (Soviet Union): 29 September 1957

A fault in the cooling system at the
nuclear complex results in a chemical
explosion and the release of an estimated
/0 to 80 tons of radioactive materials into
the air. Thousands of people are exposed
to radiation and thousands more are
evacuated from their homes. It is
categorized as Level 6 on the seven-point
International Nuclear Events Scale (INES).
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Three Mile Island power plant,
i Pennsylvania (US): 29 March 1979

= A cooling malfunction causes a partial meltdown in one
reactor, resulting in a limited release of radioactivity
(INES Level 5).

= The site's first reactor was closed for refuelling. The
second was at full capacity when two malfunctions
occurred: first there was a release of radioactive water,
then radioactive gas was detected on the perimeter. No
deaths or injuries were reported.

s [t is considered the United States' worst nuclear accident
and led to major safety changes in the industry.
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Chernobyl power plant (Soviet
i Union): 26 April 1986

= One of four reactors explodes after an experiment at
the power plant (INES Level 7). The resulting fire
burns for nine days and at least 100 times more
radiation than the atom bombs dropped on Nagasaki
and Hiroshima is released into the air. Radioactive
deposits are found in nearly every country in the
northern hemisphere.

= Two people die in the explosion and another 28 from
acute radiation sickness in the immediate aftermath.
Some experts predict thousands of extra cancer
deaths as a result of the disaster.
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Fukushima Daiichi power
i plant (Japan): 11 March 2011

= A powerful tsunami generated by a magnitude-9.0
earthquake out at sea slams into the Fukushima
Daiichi nuclear power plant, damaging four of six
reactors at the site.

= A series of fires are set off, after cooling systems fail.
Venting hydrogen gas from the reactors causes
explosions, forcing engineers to use seawater in an
effort to cool overheating reactor cores.

= Originally classified as INES Level 5, the severity was
raised to INES Level 7 on 12 April 2011 when a new
estimate suggested higher levels of radiation than
previously thought had leaked from the plant.
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 Japan's trade deficit surged to a record
$112 billion in 2013 as the shutdown of
nuclear power plants swelled the nation's

energy import bill.

« http://finance.yahoo.com/news/japan-posts-record-112b-trade-
deficit-2013-005712606--
finance.html; ylt=A8tUwYX0XxxT4xYASjBrigt.; ylu=X30DMTE2dT
F2MmVrBHNIYwWNzcgRwb3MDMwRjb2xvA3R3MQR2dGIkA1ZJUFRXN

jNFNTEQ
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* German energy giant RWE has taken a
massive loss of €2.8 billion — it’s first loss
in 60 years — after admitting it got its
strategy wrong, and should have focused
more on renewable and distributed energy

rather than conventional fossil fuels.

e http://cleantechnica.com/2014/03/07/germany-fossil-fuel-industry-
decline-unstoppable/#DgdOTu8I5MFu0sGg.99
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* German Village Resists Plans to Strip It
Away for the Coal Underneath.

e http://www.nytimes.com/2014/02/19/world/europe/german-village-

resists-plans-to-strip-it-away-for-the-coal-underneath.html|? r=0

* Nuclear power is the primary source of
energy in France. In 2004, 407 TWh out
of the country's total production of 541
TWh of electricity was from it (75%).
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e http://tw.news.yahoo.com/%E6%97%A5%E9%96%A3%E5%93%A1%E6%B1%BA%E
8%AD%B0%E6%96%B0%E8%83%BD%E6%BA%90%E6%A1%88-
%E7%A2%BA%ES5Y%AEY%9AY%E6%A0%B8%E9%9B%BBY%ES5%86%8D%ES5%95%9F
%E5%8B%95%E6%96%B9%E9%87%9D-025741379.html
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e http://tw.news.yahoo.com/%E8%8B%B1%E5%9C%8B%E6%B8%9B%E7%A2%B3%E
8%A6%81%E8%93%8B%E6%96%B0%E6%A0%B8%E9%9B%BB%ES5%BB%A0-
%E9%A6%AC%E8%8B%B1%E4%B9%9D%E7%9B%BC%E6%B1%B2%E5%8F%96
%E6%BA%9DY%ES%80%9A%E7%B6%93%E9%A9%97-030709000.html
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Thanks for your attention



